THE 2012/13 SERVICE LEARNING BIG FOUR: 

HCS SCHOOL-WIDE SERVICE LEARNING EVENTS *
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NATIONAL DAY OF

DOING GOOD



       Make-A-Difference Day 2012:      
             HS art project and K-8 Celebration 

       of Achievements & various class projects  on Friday, Nov. 9th
On this national day of helping others, each class plans and executes a project that will make a difference in someone’s life or within their school, local or national community. 
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      MLK 2013: FREEDOM RIDERS!
                      K-8 and HS Projects, Assemblies and Sing-A-Longs
                                             Monday, January 21st for K-8 (MLK proper) in-house Assembly of Celebration
                & HS Assembly of Celebration TBD

We will look to Facing History and Ourselves, the PBS history series, American Experience, and use the study guide Democracy in Action to accompany the film Freedom Riders.  We will learn about this courageous band of civil rights activists who challenged segregation, simply by traveling side by side on buses and trains through the Deep South in 1961. Deliberately violating Jim Crow laws, more than 400 black and white college students risked their lives—Many met with bitter racism, mob violence and imprisonment — sorely testing their belief in nonviolent activism. We will host one the original activists as a guest speaker addressing us regarding this period in history. The traditional Sing Out for Justice Concert/Exhibition and the March on Washington will return to us NEXT year – for this year, individual programs following the curricular study will take place in both the HS and within the K-8 program.
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Water Wings/UBUNTU: 
             KINSHIP KENYA!
 



                      Saturday, March 2nd
Now a yearly (and much anticipated) school-wide event, WATER WINGS is sponsored in tandem between the art department and the third grade. The Water Wings carnival and art duck auction is a part of the overall Ubuntu art and service curriculum. Via this project, 3rd graders and fellow HCS students adopt a school in Africa through H20 for Life and the United Nation’s Wash Initiative. We fundraise and bring clean water to that school/community therein saving children and their families from needless deaths due to common water-related diseases. Via the student effort, funds are raised to build pipelines, water retention tanks, latrines, etc. In past years we have sponsored schools in Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, and Uganda. This year we will return to Kenya to partner with an orphan’s school in Odienya, Kenya – where SK worked this past summer via GCN (Global Citizen’s Network) to build a health center for this community (heavily impacted by AIDS and Malaria). Sticking with water themes, this year’s Water Wings event will embrace “bubbles” in and with our FUNdraising. We’ll involve inventive NYC choreographer David Parker of the Bang Group as part of our benefit and this year our “art ducks” will become fashion wearables for our first ever “Everything’s Just Ducky” fashion show and vogue session! FUN with a purpose! This year we will focus less on the fundraising aspects and more on the educational/informational purposes of the event.
[image: image4.jpg]Empty
Bowlsg




 Climate Change and Displacement

           Saturday, May 4th
Students plan this yearly benefit for The Hoboken Shelter, the Emergency Food Pantry and St. Matt’s Noontime Lunch program which will be desperately needed this year post-hurricane Sandy! At each grade level, students explore issues related to hunger and homelessness and plan a connected service learning project. Themes address the causes of homelessness, the eradication of poverty, and specifically this year how climate change can and will displace many making them homeless. The luncheon itself will occur on Saturday, May 4th at the Hoboken Shelter, and a canned food drive immediately after (executed by students and their families) will take place outside local supermarkets.  Each guest at the luncheon receives a student-made bowl as a reminder that “someone’s bowl is always empty.” This year we will explore the ongoing effects/affects of climate change on our community and will do more hands-on work to help out the shelter and those they serve vs. fundraising….  
PLUS AGGG!!! AKA Art of Greater Gravity and Giving will continue in the middle school under the direction of Mr. Duff focusing on climate change, animal rights and advocacy and going green while Ms. Septimus will again resurrect the PeaceJam chapter in the high school… 
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